
 
Eton Town Council 

 
Minutes of the Council Meeting 

 
Held in the Council Chamber 

 
 Thursday 3rd March 2022 at 7.00pm 

 
Present: Cllrs J. Lovell (Mayor), M. Alexander, D. Bishop, M. Blightman, M. Hayes-Powell, 

D. Hill, N. Howarth, P. Lawless, M. Leach, K. Robertson, J. Stanforth & L. Tarbox 
   
In Attendance: Mr R. Austen (Town Clerk), Cllr J. Bowden (part) & S. Rayner (RBWM, 

Dr R. Rivaz, Ms L. Bryant, Mr D. Treder (ECA), Ms H. Branscombe-Davies,  
Ms C. Taylor (EWVA/EWWG), Mr M. Brown (Resident), Mr T. Elawadi (Eton Mess) 
 

Apologies: Cllrs Evans & Olney, Mr M. Reynolds 
 
CM 5788  Welcome 
 
The Mayor opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present and advised those that wished to should 
wear their face masks although this is not a legal requirement anymore. 
 
CM 5789  RBWM Councillors’ issues 
 
Cllr Bowden:   
 

• Issued an apology for incorrect information supplied at the February ETC meeting; the issue of 
additional car parking at Eton Wick was still under consideration. 

• Planning permission for 127/128 High Street, Eton was refused at the RBWM Panel Meeting, due 
to flood risk concerns. All properties in the High Street are in flood Zone 3.  

• Electric vehicles charging points will be sited in Windsor town centre (3) and Maidenhead town 
centre (3).  
The Mayor advised that ETC is pursuing a plan for its own charging points in Eton and Eton Wick 
with a private company and with Chris Joyce of RBWM. Cllr Leach expressed concern that Eton 
was not included in the initial allocation of charging points. 

• Dr Rivaz was invited to speak on the problems of a 2 weekly collection of black sacks, which is 
proving hopelessly inadequate for many families with babies and young children. Dr Rivaz had 
spoken with Andrew Durrant of RBWM at the Eton Litter Pick on 27.2.22 over the issue and was 
hopeful of progress being made. 
Cllr Rayner advised that she has written evidence and is pursuing the issue with Naomi Markham 
of RBWM. 

• The Town Clerk raised the issue of the proposed Eton Wick Road/Sheepcote Road Traffic 
Management Scheme. This scheme was supported by all Members and the Town Clerk will write 
to RBWM with this decision.                                                                                           Action: 
Town Clerk 

• Dr Rivaz updated the meeting on Peter Eaton’s proposals for revised traffic measures at Meadow 
Lane and South Meadow Lane. The Mayor advised that the Town Clerk had written to RBWM 
requesting a response to Mr Eaton’s concerns and it was agreed that the Town Clerk would write 
again indicating ETC support for the proposals.                                                                                  
Action: Town Clerk 

 
Cllr Rayner: 
 

• The RBWM budget for 2022/23 has been approved and there is £60 million set aside for capital 
programmes. 

• The High Street, Eton electrification process is in full swing and the outcome will be much 
improved lighting and wifi connectivity. 

• In Meadow Lane Car Park the first hour of parking will be free, 
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• The Borough Local Plan has been adopted. Decisions affecting planning will have to take greater 
account of Neighborhood Plans and residents’ concerns, and sustainability. 

• RBWM recycling rate is now up to 48%. 
Cllr Rayner confirmed that that there is no danger of the weekly recycling collections being 
changed. 

• The proposed Meadow Lane Car Park pedestrian exit will hopefully be included in the 2022/23 
programme of works. 

• A meeting is scheduled on 7.3.22 with Chris Joyce of RBWM at the Eton Wick Sports Centre to 
discuss the use of the facility and areas of responsibility. 

• The Shepherds Hut developers have adjusted the plans and will be organising a public meeting 
to present their amended designs to the community. 

• There is money set aside in the 2022/23 RBWM budget for upgrading the shop fronts in Eton 
Wick. 
Cllr Tarbox advised that she was progressing the issue of the broken shop front pillar on the Eton 
Wick tracker. 

• The Mayor expressed his continued concern over the state of the overgrown verges between the 
cattle grid and Moores Lane. Cllr Tarbox confirmed that she has been progressing this issue with 
RBWM for a long time and it is on the Eton Wick tracker. Cllr Tarbox will forward the email chain 
to Cllr Rayner.                                             Action: Cllr Tarbox 

 
The Mayor thanked Cllrs Bowden and Rayner for their attendance and their contributions. 
   
CM 5790  Apologies 
 
The apologies listed above were recorded. 
 
CM 5791  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Stanforth declared an interest in all matters relating to eton College and Cllrs Blightman and Leach 
declared an interest in the Eton Mess planning application. 
 
CM 5592  Finance 
 

1. In the absence of Mr Reynolds, the Town Clerk presented the February monthly and YTD 
accounts to the Meeting. The following points were highlighted: 

 
• Over-expenditure of £4.3K in February was due to unbudgeted expenditure on SML Pavilion 

Fees of £3.5K and ETC Mayoral Shield of £1K 
 

• There is £25.8K in the accounts for March expenditure. Apart from routine budgeted expenditure 
there are several outstanding invoices due relating to Eton Greenery. 
 

• There are 3 invoices due from Greentouch Ltd so we have 2 months of accruals in the accounts 
for January and February invoices. 
 

• We shall end the year with a surplus of around £17K which is due to the lack of expenditure on 
the following: 
 
Riparian Works £4.6K 
Trees Maintenance £10K  
Eton Wick Youth Club £2.5K 
 
Riparian works have been few and far between this year but that does not mean that we should 
not maintain this level of budget going forwards. The same applies to tree maintenance. There 
will be a need for a tree survey in 2022/23 and probable costs associated with Oak 
Processionary Moth. The Eton Wick Youth Club grant may need to be paid in 2022/23. 
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• We shall end the year with reserves of around £85K which is 70% of our annual turnover 

and is within the official guidelines. In the current uncertain times this is to be 
commended. 

The accounts were approved unanimously. 
 

2. The Town Clerk presented the February monthly schedule of payments to the Meeting and there 
being no questions the schedule was approved unanimously.  
 

3. Members considered the quotations for the replacement noticeboard at Eton Wick and it was 
agreed unanimously that the quotation from The Parish Noticeboard Company for £1,695.00 plus 
VAT be accepted. The installation cost of £162.00 by My Handyman was also agreed 
unanimously. This expenditure will come from Eton Wick CIL funds. The Town Clerk will progress.       
Action: Town Clerk 
 

4. Members considered the estimate from Greentouch Ltd of £5,100.00 plus VAT for landscaping 
work on Haywards Mead Recreation Ground alongside Princes Close, to remove the mound of 
rubbish that has accumulated over time. A letter will be sent to the residents concerned advising 
of this proposed work and to point out that any instances of disposing of garden and other waste 
onto the Recreation Ground will be considered as fly-tipping and action would be taken. It was 
proposed by Cllr Lawless and seconded by Cllr Alexander that the expenditure be approved and 
this was agreed unanimously.This expenditure will come from Eton Wick Public Art S106 funds. 
The Town Clerk will progress.  

                                                                                                                                  Action: Town Clerk 
 

5. Members considered expenditure of £500.00 plus VAT for 100 x RBL lamp post signs for Eton 
and Eton Wick for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Cllr Hayes-Powell proposed and Cllr Hill 
seconded that the expenditure be made and it was agreed unanimously. The Town Clerk will 
progress after first establishing that RBWM was not planning something similar 
Action: Town Clerk 
 

6. Members considered the proposal by the Town Clerk to maintain a Play Area Reserve in the 
accounts to prepare for major works that might be needed. An initial sum of £10,000 was 
proposed and this would be supplemented each year from any surplus. It was proposed by Cllr 
Lawless and seconded by Cllr Hill that this action be taken and it was agreed unanimously. The 
Town Clerk will progress.  
                                                                                                                       Action: Town Clerk 
Cllr Leach advised Members that he was currently progressing repairs to the surface of South 
Meadow Lane Play Area and this could involve significant expenditure. Meetings are being held 
with contractors to assess the condition and propose solutions. 

 
CM 5593  Public Forum 
 
The Mayor welcomed Tarek Elawadi to the meeting to speak on the Eton Mess planning application. 
 
Mr Elawadi gave the background to the application and explained the need to develop the outdoor 
terracing. The work should not have been undertaken without planning permission and so retrospective 
approval was being sought. Mr Elawadi was committed to involving the local community in his plans and 
expressed regret that this was not done in the early stages. The terracing was important to the business 
and he would be very disappointed if the restaurant had to close because of this. 
 
Cllr Leach stressed the importance of involving the local community at the conceptual stage so that 
concerns could be taken into account when formulating the planning application. Mr Elawadi expressed 
his total agreement, recognising that he needed the support of the local community. 
 
The Mayor confirmed that ETC had already made its comments to RBWM on the application and these 
are recorded on the planning portal. 
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The Mayor thanked Mr Elawadi for his contribution. 
 
CM 5594  Thames Valley Police (TVP) Liason 
 
The Town Clerk advised that he had received no report from TVP and would request better attention 
from TVP in future.                                                                                                                                 
Action: Town Clerk 
 
CM 5595  Eton Community Association (ECA) & Eton Wick Village Association (EWVA & EWWG)               
 
ECA  
 
The report from ECA had been circulated to Members ahead of the meeting and there were no 
questions. 
 
Dr Rivaz highlighted the following points: 
 

1) Ukraine Crisis: Candles made by Ukranian refugees are being sold at £30.00. Collection of 
clothes etc is being undertaken at Slough. 

2) Barnes Pool: A meeting is being proposed to include Lee Marshallsay of Eton College, Dr Rivaz, 
Cllr Bishop and the Town Clerk to discuss the condition of the watercourse and the west side of 
Barnes Pool which falls under Eton College ownership. 

3) New street lights on the High Street: Screens can be made available to those residents that need 
them. 

4) TVP: the only issues that have been reported concern burglaries at Eton College. 
5) Eton Matters: The latest issue is now available. 
6) RBWM Proposal for Cigarette Ends Bins in the High Street: This is under consideration.  

 
The Mayor thanked Dr Rivaz for her report. 
 
EWVA & EWWG 
 
The reports from EWVA/EWWG had been circulated to Members ahead of the meeting and there were 
no questions. 
 
Ms Taylor highlighted the following points: 
 

1) Hydrology Report: This was still awaited. There was no riparian work being undertaken due to the 
fishing close season. 

2) TVP: Cllr Lawless expressed concern that TVP was attending Community Association meetings 
but not ETC meetings. The Town Clerk is following this up. 

 
The Mayor thanked Ms Taylor for her report. 
 
CM 5596  Confirmation of the Minutes of the Town Council 
 
The minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd February 2022  had been circulated and with no alterations 
requested, were approved and signed by the Mayor. 
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CM 5597  Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
Town Clerk Actions:  

• CM 5771 Finance 
1) Add Eton Wick notice board quotes to March ETC meeting agenda.                       Actioned 

 
• CM 5783 RBWM Development Control 

1) 21/02915 Eton Mess, 55 High Street: Ask Cllr Rayner to call this application in.     Actioned 
Advised by RBWM that this was too late. 
 

ETC Members’ Actions: 

• CM 5777 Matters Arising 
1) All Members to consider their contributions to the proposed Facilities Management Working 

Group.                                                                                                                       Actioned 
2) Cllr Tarbox to forward a list of grant providers to Members regarding SML pavilion 

development. 
                                                                                                                                        Actioned 

• CM 5778 Car Parking Concerns in Eton Wick 
1) Cllr Tarbox to follow up with Cllr Rayner, including the issue of bollards at the Bell Lane 

shops. 
                                                                                                                                   Actioned 

2) Cllrs Robertson, Tarbox & Olney to liaise with Cllr Bowden to ascertain what is needed across 
the village, and a meeting to be held afterwards.              To be actioned with ETC Members                                                                          

• CM 5783 Development Control 
1) 21/03536 Briary, Cottage & Chapel, Eton Wick Road: Cllr Leach to investigate the issue of 

LBC on the old walls.                                                                                                   Pending 
 

RBWM Members’ Actions: 

• CM 5773 RBWM Councillors’ Issues 
1) Eton Wick Car Parking: Cllr Bowden to confirm that work on this is included in the 2021/22 

budget. 
                                                                                                                         Actioned, 
amount not included 

2) Shop Fronts in Eton Wick: Cllr Bowden to investigate what happens to RBWM’s share of 
parishes CIL; agreed that it should be spent locally.                        No comment from RBWM 
Cllr Bowden to confirm whether repairs to the shop fronts is the responsibility of the shop 
tenants. 
                                                                                                                 Actioned, it is RBWM 
responsibility 

3) Cllr Bowden to discuss with his Borough Council colleagues the apparent lack of support 
being given to Eton and Eton Wick concerns.                                                             Actioned 
 

Others’ Actions: 

• CM 5775 ECA Liaison 
1) Dr Rivaz to follow up with DEFRA the wording of the ‘No Feeding the Swans’ sign to include 

all birds.                                                                                                                       Actioned 
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CM 5598  Reports from Committees & Working Groups  
 

• Standing Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

1) The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 29.3.22 at 7.00pm in the Council Offices. 
2) The Committees/Working Groups list was updated The Town Clerk to advise Cllr Blightman of 

the changes.                                                                                                     Action: Town Clerk 
3) The list of ETC representatives on other organisations was updated.                                             

 
• Environment Committee 

 
1) The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 29.3.22 at 6.00pm in the Council Offices. 
2) The Town Clerk updated the situation with Oak Processionary Moth and recommended that this 

be delegated to the Environment Committee to consider. This was agreed unanimously. 
 

• Facilities Management Working Group 
 

1) The list of members of this group has now been established, under the chairmanship of Cllr 
Leach. 

2) The TOR of the Group were agreed. 
 

• It Task & Finish Group 
 
Cllr Stanforth advised the meeting that interviews for the P/T post of Administrative Assistant had been 
held on 2.3.22 and an appointment had been made, starting on 1.4.22. There would be a 3 month 
probationary period. In the letter of appointment: 
 

• ETC needs confirmation from the appointee of her self-employed tax status.             
• Training to include both Cllr Stanforth and Cllr Blightman 
• Town Clerk to pass the letter to Cllr Tarbox for review.                                  Action: Town Clerk 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Leach and seconded by Cllr Robertson that the appointment be confirmed and it 
was agreed unanimously. 
 
The 3 stage process was being followed, as follows: 
 

• Appoint an Administrative Assistant 
• Improve IT support NB the Council Chamber 
• Develop technology within the Council operations 

 
• South Meadow Lane (SML) Pavilion Working Group 

 
Cllr Leach updated the meeting on the current situation: 
 

1) Tenders had been received and opened in line with Standing Orders. They will be circulated to 
Members with SML Working Group recommendations. 

2) Cllr Tarbox and Mr Treder have agreed to lead the fundraising task. 
3) Cllr Hayes-Powell has agreed to manage the business plan task. 

 
CM 5599 Correspondence 
 
The list of correspondence received during February 2022 had been circulated to Members and there 
were no questions. 
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CM 5560  Website      
                                                                                                                                                                           
The February 2022 report from Cllr Blightman had been circulated to Members and there were no 
questions. Cllr Blightman confirmed that February had been a routine month for the website. 

CM 5561  Development Control – Town Council Consultation 
 
The following planning applications had been received in February 2022: 
 
RECEIVED APP. 

NO. 
DATED TYPE ADDRESS RESPOND  COMMENTS 

       
ETON       
       
18.2.22 22/00358 16.2.22 FULL MASTERS FIELD, ETON 

COLLEGE 
18.3.22 No Objection 

       
ETON 
WICK 

      

7.2.22 22/00244 2.2.22 FULL DIADEM, SHEEPCOTE ROAD 7.3.22 No Objection 
       
14.2.22 22/00355 11.2.22 FULL 12 NORTFIELD ROAD 14.3.22 No Objection 
       
1.3.22 22/00527 25.2.22 FULL 24 QUEEN'S ROAD 28.3.22 No Objection 
 
 
CM 5562  Other Organisations 
 
The following reports were received from the nominated Members: 
 

1) Baldwins Bridge Trust: Cllr Bishop advised that there would be a meeting on 8.3.22                                                                                                       
2) Eton Wick Football & Social Club: Cllr Lawless advised that the Chairman would be 

standing down at the next AGM and a replacement is being sought. There had been a 
recent case of 4 mopeds driving across the football pitches but no real damage had been 
done.                                                              

3) Eton Poors Estate: Cllr Hill advised that the next meeting will take place on 14.3.22. 
 

CM 5563   Recreation Ground & Open Spaces Reports 
 

1) Bell Lane Open Area: Cllr Robertson reported that all was well. 
2) Stockdales Recreation Ground: Cllr Lawless reported that all was well. 
3) Haywards Mead Recreation Ground:  Cllr Lovell reported that all was well although the 

water table was very high.  
4) South Meadow Lane Recreation Ground: Cllr Hill reported that all was well. 
5) Jubilee Square, Watermans Arms, Public Hard/Slipway & Memorial Garden: Cllr Hayes-

Powell reported that all was well. The sign had been attached to the wall by the slipway and 
the SLA was awaited from Catriona Cairns.                                                                                                    

6) Barnes Pool: Cllr Bishop advised that a meeting of the Barnes Pool Redevelopment Group 
will take place on 21.3.22 to discuss the positioning of the new sign and the state of the 
watercourse and the west side of Barnes Pool. 

7) Allotments: In the absence of Cllr Olney there was nothing to report. 
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CM 5564  Minor Matters & Items to be included in Future Agendas 
 

1) Cllr Howarth advised that a meeting with RBWM is scheduled for 7.3.22 at Eton Wick Sports 
Hall to discuss the current situation and prospects for the future. 

2) Cllr Leach proposed that ETC should purchase a quantity of commemorative mugs for the 
Platimum Jubilee for the children of the local schools. A quantity of 500 was suggested of 
which 150 would be allocated to the Information Centre for resale. The Town Clerk will seek 
to obtaoin quotes from the original supplier.                                                                         
Action: Town Clerk 
 

CM 5565  Date of Next Meeting  
 
Thursday 7th April 2022 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber. 
 
 
The Meeting concluded at 9.10 


