
NOTES OF ZOOM MEETING OF STANDING COMMITTEE 17.3.21 AT 6.00pm 

 

Councillors Present:  

George Fussey – Chair                                                                                                                     

Douglas Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Sue Evans                                                                                                                                               

Peter Lawless                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ken Robertson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Also Present: 

Bob Austen  

Apologies:  

John Lovell                                                                                                                                              

Linda Tarbox                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

1. Introduction:  

The Mayor welcomed everybody to the meeting and the apologies were noted. 

2. Standing Orders 

 

2.1 Public Forum Timings 

The Mayor proposed extending the speaking time from 3 minutes to 5 minutes per person. 

• SE agreed with this proposal with the caveat that Q and A time is strictly limited. 

• PL considered that the public form had not yet reached its target market. He agreed the 

need to use the time allocated carefully. 

• SE suggested that speakers’ guidance notes be prepared – 3 or 4 bullet points. 

• DH agreed that Q and A needed to be managed carefully to avoid general discussion. 

• KR considered that there was excessive chat at Council meetings. 

• Contrary to the Town Clerk’s suggestion, the Mayor considered that Q and A was an 

important element and should be retained. 

It was agreed that speaking time would increase to 5 minutes per person and Q and A time 

under the direction of the Chair. 

 

2.2 Any Other Business 

 

• The Mayor stated that AOB should not be used as a substitute for an agenda item. No 

financial decisions are permitted in AOB. 



• SE considered that AOB was useful for ‘domestic’ issues that were not really agenda 

items. 

• The Mayor pointed out that other parish councils include some time at the end of 

meetings for minor matters and items to be included in future agendas. 

It was agreed that AOB would continue along the lines as discussed. 

 

3. Council Offices Reopening Times 

The following procedure was agreed: 

• Office to reopen w/c 10.5.21 

• Election taking place on 6.5.21 

• Deep cleans to be arranged for w/c 26.4.21 and Friday 7.5.21 following election day. 

• The Mayor suggested that the May ETC meeting on 13.5.21 may be moved to a larger 

space and is investigating options at Eton College. 

• PL suggested Eton Wick Village Hall could be used, Town Clerk to check this out with 

Margaret.                                                                                                          Action: Town Clerk 

 

4. YouTube Arrangements/Protocol 

 

• The report from Jake Heming had been circulated ahead of the Meeting. 

• The Mayor proposed that ETC should not include past ETC meetings on YouTube and 

would commence with the May ETC meeting, audio and visual.  Cllr Heming was asked 

to arrange this                                                                                               Action: Jake Heming 

 

5. Office Relocation Update 

 

• Following an action from a previous meeting, the Town Clerk had identified a property 

in Eton High Street and was asked to obtain details.                               Action: Town Clerk 

• The Mayor indicated the possibility of using a room at Eton Wick Library which could be 

used on a part time basis and would help to secure additional income for the Library. 

• It was agreed that ETC meetings could be held at a variety of locations around the 

parish. 

• The Town Clerk pointed out that the Council Offices represented excellent value, much 

more so than renting commercially, and there were possibilities of raising income 

through letting out the Council Chamber commercially. 

• The subject is still under review. 

 

The Mayor thanked all those for their attendance and the meeting concluded at 6.58pm             


