
NOTES OF ZOOM MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 22.3.21 AT 6.00pm 

Councillors Present:  

George Fussey – Chair                                                                                                                                

Sue Evans                                                                                                                                           

Douglas Hill                                                                                                                                               

Malcolm Leach                                                                                                                                                  

John Lovell                                                                                                                                            

Yvonne Olney                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Ken Robertson                                                                                                                                           

Linda Tarbox                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Also Present: 

Bob Austen                                                                                                                                                      

Claire Taylor  

Apologies: 

Laura Regazzacci                                                                                                                                                

1. Introduction: 

GF - Welcomed everybody and thanked them for their attendance.  

2. Grounds Maintenance Contract 

GF – Thanked CT for the work done in collating the spreadsheet. 

Summarised the 5 quotes received: 

Greentouch £17K                                                                                                                               

Country Wide £19K                                                                                                                              

Garden Technology £22K                                                                                                                     

Harry Matthews £8K                                                                                                                                      

MJL £5K. 

ML – Believed that Greentouch would be the best provider as a known business and is 

competitively priced. 

SE – Considered that all 3 of the serious quotes were fair. 

LT – Has experience of Country Wide and considers them a good company. 

YO – Requested feedback on the performance of Greentouch. The Town Clerk responded that 

Charles had been a reliable and supportive partner and had frequently gone the extra mile to 

react to emergencies. He would prefer to stick with Greentouch as a known and trusted 

business. 

DH – Agreed with this view. 



GF – Reminded the committee that we would need to justify why the two cheaper quotes 

were not being considered seriously?  

KR - Considered that they were not serious offerings and could cause problems down the line 

in the execution of the contract. 

ML – Agreed that we should stick to a safe option. 

GF – Asked whether the contract work should be split up allocating different green spaces to  

different contractors according to cost? 

SE - Responded that it might lead to higher prices because Landmark Trees quoted for the 

whole specification, not bits of it.  

ML – Agreed that it would be better to stick to the one contractor.  

KR – Agreed with this. 

GF - Asked for a decision to be taken on the grounds maintenance contract. It was proposed 

by ML and seconded by DH that Greentouch be appointed and all voted in favour. This will be 

ratified at the ETC meeting on 1.4.23.                                                                    Action: Town Clerk                                             

3. No-Mow Verges – Update 

GF - Presented a logo for verging on wild produced by a 14-year-old student of Eton College. 

LT – The competition for designs from the two schools ends Friday 26th March. LT will circulate  

the top 10 images from each school for Members to select. 

CT – In response to a request from the Mayor, CT advised that she had not heard back from 

RBWM re their preferred suppliers to compare existing quotes. 

GF – Suggested that CT handles the purchase of the signs following liaison with RBWM. All 

agreed.                                                                                                                                         Action: CT 

CT – Will get back to Members with the final quotes.                                                         Action: CT 

4. ASB on Haywards Mead Recreation Ground 

JL - Explained that the shrubbery had been cut back to expose the den, and rubbish and sharps 

had been removed. He had met with CT to agree what additional cutting-back was required 

and confirmed that RBWM Community Wardens were monitoring the location. 

GF – Agreed that by opening up the den it would hopefully not attract so much ASAB. Also, 

there was a likelihood of fewer patrols from RBWM Community Wardens in future due to cut-

backs. 

GF - Thanked JL and CT for their work on this issue. 

5. Haywards Mead Football Pitches Improvement 

JL - Stated that there would be no football in June. The goalposts then needed removing so 

that work on the pitches could commence.  



JL - Confirmed that the goalposts are owned by EW Football Club and the Club is responsible 

for removing them. The Town Clerk advised that Eton College were unable to assist in this 

process. 

LT - Questioned whether ETC would be liable in the event of an accident caused by the 

goalposts. 

JL – Confirmed that EW Football Club is covered for this by their insurance policy. 

GF – Agreed to ask Lee of Eton College to advise on what is actually required to improve the 

pitches.  The Town Clerk would seek quotes for the work that would be required following his 

recommendations.                                                                                              Action: GF/Town Clerk   

JL – Advised that he would be on hand to monitor the situation.                                                                                                                                   

6. Dog Bin No 10 

The Town Clerk outlined the proposal from Cllr Lawless for a dual litter/dog waste bin to 

replace the existing dog waste bin which was vulnerable to over-filling, especially at holiday 

times. Additionally, this dog waste bin was being used for both litter and dog waste which 

causes it to overfill. Details of the proposed new bin had been circulated to Members. 

GF – Welcomed the extra bin but believed it would still be filled very quickly.   

JL – Believed that the bin would not get less use post-Covid. The towpath area is being heavily 

used during lockdown. 

ML – Agreed that users are likely to pick either bin regardless. 

SE – Asked who is going to empty the litter-bin?  GF- what is the additional ongoing cost? 

KR – Believed that a dual bin would be more effective in that spot. 

YO – Asked whether we can ask our dog waste contractor if he can do a double visit to Bin No 

10, or alternatively could he empty the dual litter/dog waste on his usual weekly cycle? The 

Town Clerk will make enquiries and get costings.                                                Action: Town Clerk  

7. Stockdales Road Recreation Ground – New Litter Bin 

The Town Clerk advised that he had received two quotes for supplying and fitting a new litter 

bin which was needed at one end of the Recreation Ground: 

• Greentouch - £450 plus VAT 

• My Handyman - £235 

GF- Again, asked what would be the costs of emptying the extra bin.  It was agreed that the 

quote from My Handyman be accepted and this would be ratified at the ETC meeting on 

1.4.21.                                                                                                                           Action: Town Clerk 

The Town Clerk would add this to the Greentouch emptying schedule           Action: Town Clerk 

 



 

 

8. Bell Lane Open Area Silt Clearance – Update 

CT – Advised that there had been two visits made by volunteer groups to spread the silt. There 

was a significant amount of debris which will need removing when the work is completed. The 

area will then be grassed over using a variety of grass seed, some of which had been 

contributed by Maydencroft. 

9. Bell Lane Open Area Bridge – Update 

KR – Advised that Cllr Bishop and My Handyman were working together on this. 

GF – Asked whether local concerns had been addressed regarding the installation? 

KR – Reassured the Meeting that this had been dealt with satisfactorily. 

10. Any other business 

GF proposed that CT be formally co-opted onto the Committee, seconded by YO and all 

agreed. This will be ratified at the ETC Meeting on 1.4.21.                                Action: Town Clerk 

 

The Meeting concluded at 7.02pm 

 

                 

 

 

  

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

  


