
24th March 2021 

 

 

 

 

Eton Town Council via email  

 

 

Dear Members 

Re: Funding Request for Eton Wick Library 

Thank you to those Council members who were able to join our speedily organised public meeting to 

hear from Cllr Rayner and Angela Huisman, RBWM’s Library & Resident Contact Lead.   Further to 

that meeting Bob has also shared the information shared at the Borough’s Town & Parish Clerks 

meeting.    It paints a stark picture of the prospect of libraries within the Borough but also clearly 

sets out the arguments for change of use and rationalisation of budgets.   

 

We have sadly lost; with little chance to save, the library in Eton.  Location and a slightly higher 

footfall saving Eton Wick library from a similar fate for the time being.  Whilst we are aware that the 

complicated matter of tenancy at the Village Hall has been referred to the legal teams of respective 

contract holders, EWVA was formed to work in the best interests of residents, business holders and 

visitors to Eton Wick and as such we have been requested by our members to investigate the 

possibility of assisting with funding.  

 

RBWM have identified a user demand for 17 hours of paid staff support (aka – opening) per week, 

but with the extensive budget cuts required, only have budget for 13 hours of paid staff support per 

week.   It is a contractual requirement of the service to have 1 paid member of staff on site during 

opening times, the rest of the service at Eton Wick is being provided by a wonderful team of trained 

volunteers.     This leaves Eton Wick with a paid shortfall of 4 hours per week costing £24.038 per 

hour (salary and running cost overheads)  

4hrs @ £24.05 = £96.15 per week x 52 = £5,000 shortfall for the 2021/22 financial year. 

 

With the shortfall mirrored for a projected 4 years.  Leaving EWVA with the task of raising at LEAST 

£20,000 if demand meets expectation.   We have therefore taken the following steps to meet 

expectation:  

1. created a Go Fund Me account www.gofund.me/609af990 started publicity via our social 

media platforms, further publicity is being planned and will be implemented in the coming 

months with the view of generating the Year2 funding.  

http://www.gofund.me/609af990


2. With assistance from Cllr Rayner we have verified that Libraries are now eligible for Part B 

capital bid requests, so an application for part of the Year 1 funds has been placed. Our 

application is only for part of year 1 funds as we are also applying for budget to action the 

recommended building adaption work that was also mentioned in the consultation.  

There will still be a shortfall in the Year1 funding, that we will be contacting other organisations for 

in the coming weeks, but we would really appreciate the release of £1,500 from the Eton Wick CIL 

reserve, to kick start the campaign.   As we anticipate this to be another lean year of fund-raising, we 

are trying to leave as much of the Eton Wick project costs for Christmas 2021 as we can.  

 

I hope that as a committee you can find in favour of this request.  

 

Kind Regards  

Claire  

On behalf of Eton Wick Village Association.  

 

 

 

 

 


